The Hacking into History Project: Classroom Exercises for Civic Educators
Updated: June 24, 2023

This is a collection of short exercises* for use by Durham Public School educators in K-12 classrooms. Exercises were adapted or developed as part of the Civic Educators Fellowship Pilot Project and are appropriate for teaching about the history of racial covenant clauses.
*Special thanks to Bull City Exhibit 150, Carolina K12, our Project Team, our Fellows, and GRAs for contributing materials
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Exercise A: Deed Review
In this exercise, students can work in groups to consult a collection of Durham County property deeds to learn about racial covenant clauses.   Prior to class, students should review this vocabulary sheet related to housing segregation to learn key terms. Instructors may print out sample deeds for circulation and review (included in the kit) and provide students with magnifying glasses and highlighters. We have also included notes from one of our Educators Fellows on how they used these deeds, including adaptations made for their ESL classroom. 

DIRECTIONS
Spend time reviewing the printed out deeds with your group. Use a highlighter or pen to highlight the racially restrictive covenants when you find them. If the covenant runs with the land, highlight that as well.

*running with the land - this means the covenant keeping African Americans from buying or living on the land will continue even when the house is sold to a new owner

	Deed #
	Write the words from the racially restrictive covenant from the deed
	Does this covenant “run with the land”?

	
	



	

	
	



	

	
	



	

	
	
	




Discussion Questions

1. Which deeds have racial covenants?

2. What are some examples of explicit language used to exclude non-white residents from owning or renting property? 

3. Did you find property deeds that do not have racial covenant language?

4. Did you find other types of deeds with covenant clauses besides houses (burial plots, golf courses, etc)

5. Did you recognize any of the locations you encountered in your deed review? 

6. When you look at this language in these deeds, how does it make you feel?

7. What did you find surprising? 

8. Racial covenants have been illegal for more than 50 years. Why should we care about them today? Do you think it is important to tell this story? Why or why not?  

Exercise B: Housing Policies and Wealth Inequities  
Students can review these lesson plans, developed by a Cohort Fellow, and a blog post written by the HIH Project Team to connect the history of housing policy to present day conditions.

· Lesson 1: Suburbanization through Gentrification
· Lesson 2: What is Redlining?
· HIH Blog Post: Racial Restrictive Covenants and Wealth Inequality  
· Assessment for Lessons 1 and 2 

Discussion Questions 

1. What housing practice occurs when poor urban areas are dramatically changed by when new wealthy people move in and displace original tenants? 
Gentrification

2. What do we call restrictive language written in property deeds that prevents the occupancy of African Americans?  Racial covenants

3. What is the housing practice of denying loans based on racial ethnicity from living in nicer neighborhoods? Redlining

4. What is a direct cause of wealth inequality and home ownership? 
Home ownership is related to upward financial mobility and future wealth building to pay for education and property can be passed down to future generations.

Additional Resources: 
· Housing Segregation and Redlining in America  (NPR Video/YouTube - 6 mins)
· History.com (2021): How a New Deal Housing Program Enforced Segregation
· NPR.org (2017): A ‘Forgotten History’ of how the U.S. Government Segregated America
Exercise C: Exploring Impact in Durham
Students can use a set of primary source resources to learn about the impact of exclusionary land practices in Durham’s history and development. 
· Bull City 150 Exhibit: Uneven Ground 
· Places and Maps
· HIH Blog Post: A Tale of Two Parks 

Discussion Questions 

1. Who are the original land owners of Durham, North Carolina?
Eno and Occoneechee

2. In the 1880s, Durham had a thriving economy thanks to which industries? 
Tobacco and Textile manufacturing

3. Using the map from 1937, what are the two biggest Majority-Black neighborhoods? 
Hayti & East End

4. Which parks in Durham were restricted by race?  What impact do you think this had?
Most are ‘white-only’ and blacks have no place to play and have fun.

5. Hayti & East End are two majority-Black neighborhoods that have incinerators and factories placed around their living space. What impact do incinerators and factories have on this area? 
The pollution and noise levels in these neighborhoods impact health and general well-being.





Exercise D: The Hayti Business District  
This lesson plan was developed in conjunction with Main Street Carolina’s digital history project on Hayti. The purpose of this set of activities is to introduce students to Hayti in Durham, North Carolina, a once thriving and successful Black community in the Jim Crow South (Post Civil War - 1960s). Students will learn about the successes and failures of community redevelopment efforts and the long lasting impact of racial segregation. 
· Lesson Plan for learning about Hayti

Suggested Prerequisite Ideas:
Help students understand what Jim Crow Laws were and how they impacted the lives of Blacks after the end of slavery.
· History.com: Jim Crow Laws
· Zinn Education Project: Satchel Paige: Striking Out Jim Crow
· NCCU student-developed Project: Historic Hayti 

Suggested Extension Ideas:
Have students explore other successful Black communities of the South, during the Jim Crow era. Students can compare and contrast the various sources as they report on the history of these historic communities. 
· Beale Street, Memphis, Tennessee
· BlackPast.com: Memphis’ Beale Street
· Memphis Heritage.org: Beale Street Historic District
· Beale Street.com: The History of Beale Street
· Civil Rights Trail.com: Beale Street Historic District

· Sweet Auburn, Atlanta, Georgia
· MainStreet.org: The History of Sweet Auburn
· Atlanta Freedom Trail.com: Sweet Auburn Historic District
· Sweet Auburn.us: Sweet Auburn Avenue
· WABE.org: The History that Shaped the Atlanta Neighborhood Where MLK Was Raised
· Main Street America.org: Black Wall Streets on Main Street

Exercise F: Inclusive Spaces
This exercise was developed and shared by an HIH Project Team Member to show how inclusive spaces impact our everyday lives.  Below are the steps that educators can take to use this exercise in their classrooms.  It is suitable for use in K-12 classrooms.
1. Instructor decides ahead of time on an arbitrary characteristic that can be used to divide students into two groups.  In our implementation, the classroom was divided into two areas.  Students wearing shorts were directed to Area A, which was the part of the classroom with windows and extra seating.  All other students (those wearing pants, dresses, etc) were sent to Area B, which was extremely crowded without enough seats for everyone forcing some students to sit on the floor.  
2. Candy (or another high-value item) is distributed to students in Area A. 
3. Instructor asks students “What do you think the difference is between students placed in Area A and Area B?” In our implementation, students noticed immediately what the distinctions were - that “how people looked” was the deciding factor in whether people had access to resources or not.  
 
Exercise G: Cultural Representation, Fairness, and Equity 
This multi-day curriculum was developed and shared by a cohort educator to introduce elementary school children to concepts of cultural representation as well as fairness and equity. It can be combined with Exercise F to demonstrate inclusivity.

Day 1
Students read “The Streets are Free”, a picture book by Karusa created in 1985. After reading the story, students complete a set of activities (depending on skill level) to reflect on cultural representation  
Day 2 
Students were asked about some of their favorite places in Durham, and whether they thought those places should be open to everyone. Some of the discussion questions included asking students:  
1. Would it be fair for some people to use these places and not others? 
2. How do you think it made people feel who couldn’t use these spaces? 
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